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Progress Report #19 Juno, 1936 
Seasonal Labor Needs for California Agriculture 
Los Angelos County 


Scope of Presentation.<- The following considerations govern the 
presentation of this progress report: 


1. The data are confined to the area indicated above. 
2e The data are confined solely to crops, livestock needs being ignorede 


3. Tho findings apply only to occasional or seasonal labor requiroments 
as distinguished from labor contributed by farm operators and by workers employed 
on & yeareround or regular basis of employmente 


4, Attention is concentrated upon workers required for hand tasks == 
planting, thinning, weeding, hoeing, and harvesting «= without including 
teamsters, tractor drivers, irrigators, hay balers, threshermen, and shed 
packers of vegetables or fruits. 


5. The presentation includes the soecalled migratory, transiont, or 
roving workers which comprise an important source of help needed in connection 
with certain tasks ond at "peak" times which seasonally arise in connection 
with many field, truck, and fruit crops commercially produced in Californias 


6. This report is confined to California's need for seasonal agricultural 
workers because of the more pressing problems liable to arise in comection 
therewith. A later study is planned which will deal with other kinds of labor 
involved in the production of California's many cropse 


Brief Description of tho Aroase-= Los Angeles County is ono of the 
southern coastal counties of Californiae Its most southern point is about 100 
miles north of the Mexican boundary. On the southwest it borders the Pacific 
Ocean along a shore line 60 miles or more in longthe On tho southeast it joins 
Orange County, and on the cast San Bernardino County along a linc which extends 
northward over the San Gabriel Range into the Mojave Desert. On tho north it 
is bounded by Kern County, the boundary running in an east and west direction 
across the Mojave Desert. On tho west it joins Ventura County along na line 
which runs in a southeasterly direction to the ocean. It is about 60 by 75 
miles in extent. Much of its area is rough and mountainous, and tho northern 
portion, excepting a relatively small acreage in Antolopo Valloy, is descrt.e 
The agricultural lands’ are mostly in tho southern part, contiguous to Los Angeles 
and neighboring citios, and lic betwoen the San Gabriel Mountains and the oceans 


There aro several more or less distinct agricultural districts in Los 
Angeles County. The San Fernando Valley, an inland valley shut off from the 
ocean on the west by the Santa Monica Mountains, is about 20 miles in lenght 
and 8 milos in width. It extonds in a northwestorly direction from the city 
of Los Angeles, and ranges from 450 to about 1250 feet in elovation. It is an 
area of intensive farming, devoted largely to field and truck crops, citrus 
fruit and walnuts, and is contiguous to the towns of San Fernando, Van Nuys, 
Owensmouth, Chatsworth, and otheorse The soils are mostly recent alluvial of 
the Yolo serios, ranging from sandy loam to clay loam, the lighter textures 
predominating. 
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Tho San Gabriel Valley, from 450 to 1000 feel in elevation, txtonding 
eastward along the southern base of the San Gabricl Mountains for about 20 
miles from the vicinity of Pasadena castorly to tho San Dimas district, and 
bounded on the south by the San Joso and Puente Hills, includes a largo part 
of the citrus and walnut acreage of the county, and, in oddition, produces a 
largo amount of field and truck cropse Adjacent to this valloy on the coast 
and similar in nature is tho Pomona district, at the westorn ond of the 
Cucamonga Plain of San Bernardino County. Another district of similar 
charactoristics surrounds Whittier, which lics just south of tho Puente Hills, 
and at the northeastern edgo of the coastal plains Tho soils of tho San Gabriol 
Valley are of tho lightor toxtures, from sandy loams to sands, of two or throo 
different scriose 


The coastal plain, of which Los Angeles County includes an aroa about 
15 by 20 miles in oxtont, risos with a gentle slope from soa levol on tho south 
to an clovation of about 200 foct at its northorn edge near tho Los Angelos and 
Puento Hills. A large part of this consists of rosidential and industrial 
propertios, but considorable portions are used for ficld and truck crops. In 
the southorn part of this aroa, tho San Pedro Hills riso conspicuously to a 
height of about 1,500 feet, a short distance wost of San Podroe Those hills 
are noted for the production of string boans, peas, tomatoes, and hay and grains 
The soils of the coastal plain are mostly loams and sandy loamse 


The Antelope Valley, lying north of tho San Gabriel Mountains, is about 
40 miles north of Los Angelos, and is from 2,200 to 2,700 foot in olovations It 
includes a large area of desert land, only o small portion of which hos boon 
reclaimed by irrigation. A part of the valloy lios in Kern County. Some 
farming to grain and deciduous fruits is done without irrigation in a narrow 
strip close to tho mountains on the southorn odge of the valley, but the rainfall 
is light, and irrigation is necessary for most cropse The irrigatod areas aro 
scattered, and arc mostly located around Lancaster, Palmdalo, and Littlo Rocke 


Alfalfa hay is tho principal product, although grain, poars, almonds, and apricots 


are also important. The soils of the Antelope Valley are mostly of the lighter- 
textures, ranging from loams to sandy loams and sands, and are classified in 
several different series. 


The county contains an area of 2,633,600 acres, of which 339,085 are 
classed as "available for crops" by the 1935 Censuse This is further classified 
as follows by the Census for the crop year 1934. 


Acreage 
Crop land harvested 261,162 
Crop failure 8,402 


Crop land idle or in fallow 42,803 


Plowable pasture 26, 718 
Total 339,085 
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Crop acreages in 1935 are estimated to have been as follows: 


Acreage 

Field ott 98,400 
Truck crops 36 , 800 
Market gardens 11,900 
Orchards (bearing) citrus 56,412 
other fruits and nuts 41,362 
berries 1,865 
Total 246 , 759 


Crops, Acreage, and Productione== The basis used in calculating 


occasional or seasonal need for labor in addition to that furnished by farm 
operators and regularly employed workers appears as table l. 


TABLE 1 


Basis for Calculating Seasonal Labor Requirements «= Los Angeles County 


Field crops: 
Alfalfa hay 180,000 
Beans == dry 162,000 
Bean straw 7,000 
Beets == sugar 71, 500 
Grain* «- (barley 4,551 acres ween 
wheat 12,899 acres 
Grain hay* 53,282 
Onions 266,000 sacks (of 100 pounds) 
Potatoes, white 420,000 sacks (of 100 pounds) 
Seed crops (flower seed) 


Vegetable crops: 
Asparagus erates (of 31 pounds) 
Beans, snap (green) hampers(of 30 pounds) 
Cabbage ‘ : tons 
Carrots dozen bunches 
Cauliflower erates (39 pounds) 
Celery one#half crates(65 
Chicory crates pounds ) 





Table continued on next pages 


Data from "Agricultural Crop Report, Los Angeles County 1935" by He Se Ryan, 
Agricultural Commissioner. 


A Includes onions and potatoes. 
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Table 1 continued. 


Corn (green) 2,100,000 lugs (3 dozen ears) 

Cucumbers ; 315,000 lugs (32 pounds) 

Lettuce 405,000 crates 

Parsley : 750,000 dozen bunches 

Peas 184,000 hampers (30 pounds) 

Peppers 106,000 lugs (15 pounds) 

Rhubarb : ‘840,000 flats (20 pounds) 

Tomatoes 2,296,000 lugs (32 pounds) 
market 

17,500 tons canning 


ee ee 





Market gardens: 
Artichokes 11,500 boxes (30 pounds) 
Beets 540,000 dozen bunches 
Broccoli ; 30,000 crates (60 pounds) 
Cantaloupes 500,000 crates (45 pounds) 
Chard 75,000 dozen bunches 
Egg plants 100,000 lugs (20 pounds) 
Mustard 180,000 dozen bunches 
Parsnips 80,000 lugs (26 pounds) 
Potatoes (sweet) 160,000 lugs (32 pounds) 
Radishes 360,000 dozen bunches 
Romaine lettuce 45,000 erntes (3 dozen) 
Rutabagas ~ 80,000 sacks (100 pounds) 
Spinach 1,562,000 dozen bunches 
Squash=summer 600,000 lugs (26 pounds) 
Squash-winter 4,850 tons 
Turnips 360,000 dozen bunches 
Watermelons 3,600 tons 
Miscellaneous — 


Fruit crops: 


Apples 17,600 boxes 

Apricots 2,800 tons (green) 
Almonds 252 tons 

Avocadoes } 4,260,000 pounds 
Citrus-Oranges 10,084,536 packed boxes 

315,126,800 field boxes of 50 
pounds § 
Lemons 2,065,000 packed boxes of 
75 pounds ® 


1,016,500 packed field boxes 


to by-products = 
4,619,000 field boxes of 





50 pounds 
Grapefruit 344,820 field boxes "og 
40 pounds 
Figs 920 tons 
Grapes=table 4,800 tons 
wine 7,000 tons 


roisin 
able 1 continued on next page 
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Production 








Acreage 


Olives 675 tons 






Fruit crops:’ 


Peaches, clingstone 1,200 tons 


free 1,700 tons 
Pears 5,000 tons 
Persimmons 450 tons 
Plums 480 tons 
Prunes ‘110 tons 
Walnuts 9,473 tons ** 
Blackberrics 112,500 trays 
Loganberrics 7,500 trays 
Raspborries 300,000 trays 
Strowborrics 700,000 trays 
Youngberries 500,000 trays 






* Data on grain and grain hay are from 1935 Census for the yoar 1934. 
Figures for 1935 are not availablo.e 


+ Includes 513 acres cucumbers for picklinge Total preduction of 
these estimated at 2,565 tonse 


+ About 5,672 acres of tomatoes were planted for canning, balance for 
market or shipping. 


é Orange production is estimated from data from California-Arizona 
Orange Grapefruit Agency == 21,828 carloads of 462 packed boxes. 


4 Lemon production includes 2,921 cars sent to by-products. 


\) Grapefruit production estimated on basis of 3 field boxes to 2 packed 
boxese The production, 180,900 packod boxes, reported by the Agricultural 
Commissioner is considerod to represent 83 per cent of tho crop, obout 17 
por cont of the 1934-5 crop having been sent to by=products, charity or 
eliminated. 


** Data from California Walnut Growers' Association indicato that 31 por 
cent of tho Los Angelos County crop was produced in San Fornando Valley in 1935. 






orntions Requiring Use of Seasonal Labor and Times of Nooede== Farm 
operations roquiring use of soasonal or occasional labor for the various 

crops raisod in Los Angeles County are indicated in table 2. This tabulation 
docs not include tho omploying of shed werkers needed to wash, pack, and prepare 
various commoditics for shipping and marketing. 
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TABLE 2. 





Ge 


Operations Roquiring Uso of Seasonal Labor and 
Times of Needs by Crops 
Los Angoles 


County 


Field crops: 
Alfalfa 


Beans 


Bean straw 


Beets, sugar 


Mowing == 
50 per cent by 
seasonal workers 
Raking == 50 per 
cent by seasonal 
workers — 
Shocking == 50 per 
cent by seasonal 
workers 
Baling == 50 per 
cent by seasonal 
workers (90 per 
cent of tonnage 


Hoeing (once) 


Irrigating == 75 
per cent by 
seasonal worlers 

Piling 


Threshing == 80 per 


cent by seasonal 
workers 
Baling 


Thinning 


Hoeing, first timo 


second time 





May ) 

June ) fiveesixths of 
July ) acreage each 
Auge ) month 

Sept.) 

Octe ) 

May ) 

June ) 15 per cent of 
July ) total tonnage 
huge ) each month 
Septe) 

Octe ) 


May «= 25 per cent of acreage 
June = 50 per cent of acreage 
July = 25 per cent of acreage 
June = all acreage 
July = all acreage 


Septe 1-30 == 75 per cent of acreage 
Oct. 1-31 == 25 per cent of acreage 


Sept..-50 per cent of crop 
Oct. -=—50 per cent of crop 


Septe--50 per cent of crop 
Octe -=50 per cent of crop 


Fob, -=-10 per cent of acrenge 
Mare «18 por cent of acreage 
Apre == 50 per cent of acreage 
May =22 per cent of acreage 


Moar. =-2Z0 por cent of acreago 
Apre ==40 per cont of acreage 
May 40 per cent of acreage 


May =20 per cent of acreage 
June «#60 per cent of acreage 
Wuly -=20 per cent of acreage 


(Table 2 continued on next page) 
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s Table 2 continued 


Crop 


Beets, sugar = (cont'd 


Grain =~ (barley and 
wheat 


Grain hay 


¢ Onions 


Potatoes == Irish 
(Main crop) — 
estimated at 2,200 
acrese 85 per cont 
of total production 


Operation 








Topping and loading 


Harvesting by combine== 
50 per cent by seasonal 


workers 


Mowing, raking, and 


shocking == 75 per cent 


by seasonal workers 


Baling «= 75 per cent 


by seasonal workers 


Transplanting 


Weeding, first time 


Woeding, second time 


Harvesting «- pulling, 
clipping roots and tops, 
and putting in boxes or 
sackse 


Cutting sced «= 50 por 
cont by scasonal 
workers 





Te 





a ne te 


Time of Need 








Augew= 45 per cent of crop 
Septe-40 per cent of crop 
Octes- 15 per cent of crop 


July 1<31 == 80 per cent 
of acreage 

Auge 115 «= 20 per cent 
of acreage 


May 


June 15830 «- oneethird 
of tonnage 
July 1+31 -= ‘two-thirds 
of tonnage 


Octe--10 per cent of acreage 
Nove--10 per cent of acreage 
Jane=-20 per cent of acreage 
Febe--20 per cent of acreage 
Mar.--20 per cent of acreage 
Apre=--20 per cent of acreage 


Jane~=20 per cent of acreage 
Febe--20 per cent of acreage 
Mare--20 per cent of acreage 
Apre--20 per cent of acreage 
May --20 per cent of acreage 


Feb.=-20 per cent of acreage 
Mare=-20 per cent of acreago 
Apre==20 per cent of scroage 
May «-2O per cent of acreazo 
June--20 per cont of acroage 


May --10 peor cent of acreage 
June=-20 por cent of acreage 
July--25 per cent of acreage 
Aug.e--25 per cent of acreage 
Septe-20 por cont of sacroage 


Febew-20 por cont of main 
crop acroage 

Marel-31 <= 75 por cont of 
main crop acroage 

Aprel-15 -- 5 por cent of. 
main crop acreage 
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Table 2 continued 


Potatoes == Irish Hooing ~ 50 per cont by | Apr.--50 por cont of main 
(cont'd) seasonal workers crop acroago 

May --50 por cont of main 
crop acroago 


Picking up and sacking | Junc 1-30--34 per cont of 


total crop 
July 1-31--34 per cent of 
total crop 
Auge 1-15--17 per cont of 
total crop 
Grading (by hand on June 1-30=-34 per cent of 
tables) total crop 
July 1-31+-34 per cont of 
total crop 
Auge 1-15--17 por cent of 
total crop 
Potatoes (carly or Picking up and putting | Apre 1-30--10 por cent of 
"now")sostimatod at in lugs total crop 
600 acres. 15 peor | May 1-15--5 por cent of 
cont of total - ~ total crop 
production 
Seed crops Weedinge~Zto 6 times April 1 to July 31 
(Zinnias, astors, Harvosting =-- cutting, | Aug. 1 to Dec. 15 
marigolds = 75 por threshing, sereening, 
cent) etce, by hand 
(other flowers= 25 
per cent) 
egetable crops: 
Asparagus Cutting and packing Mar. -- 10 per cont of crop 


Apre «= 30 per cont of crop 
May -- 35 por cont of crop 
June == 25 por cent of crop 





Boans, "string" Thinning and hooing «= |Mar.--50 per cont of acreage 
(green or snap) 25 per cent by seasonal] April-50 per cont of acreage 
labor 
Dusting Mare~-one=third of acroago 
Aprew-one-third of acreage 
May --ono-third of acreago 
Picking Apre--10 per cont of crop 


May «40 por cent of crop 
Junoe-50 per cont of crop 


aDdLle continued on next page 
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Table 2 continued 





ee 


Operation : Time of need 











Cabbage (based on carlot | Pulling plants and trans-| July 1-31 - 5 per cont of 


shipments) planting -- 50 per cont acreage 
by scasonal workers on Auge 1-31 - 70 per cont of 
828 acres cstimated acroago 
harvested for carlot Sopt. 1-15- 25 per cont of 
shipmont. acreago 
Harvesting for local July--7 por cont of local 
market == 25 por cont shipments. 
by seasonal workerse Auge=-6 per cent of local 
shipments. 
Sept.-5 per cent of local 
shipments 
Octe=-6 por cont of local 
shipmonts 
Nove-=-7 per cont of local 
shipmonts 
Doce-=9 per cont of local 
shipments 
Jane--13 por cont of local 
shipments 
Febe=-10 por cont of local 
shipments 
Maore-= 9 per cent of local 
shipments 
Apre-- 8 per cent of local 
: shipmonts 
Moy «11 per cont of local 
shipments 
Juno-=- 9 per cent of local 
shipments 
Cutting for carlot Jane=--6.5 per cent of 
shipmont «- 80 por carlots shipped 
cent scasonal labor Fobes=21 por cent of 
(621 cars) carlots shipped 


Mare-=-27 per cent of 
carlots shipped 
Apre--32 por cent of 
carlots shippod 
May =-13 per cont of 
carlots shipped 


Packing == (on carlot Jane=--6.5 por cent of 
shipments) carlots shipped 
Fobew=21 por cont of 

carlots shipped 





“(Table 2 continued on noxt page 
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Table 2 continued 


Operation 


Packing == (on carlot 


Cabbage (cont'd) 
shipments) -- (cont'd) 


Weeding 


Harvesting for carlot 
shipments 


Harvosting for local 
market 


10. 


Time of Necd 


Mare--27 por cent of 
carlots. shipped 

Apr.e-32 per cent of 
carlots shipped 

May =-13 por cent of 
carlots shippod 


Sopt.--240 acres 
Octe ==-270 acres 
Nove -=230 acros 
Dece ==180 acres 
Jane --185 acres 
Fob. «260 acres 
Mare =-190 ocros 
Apr. -=135 acres 
May e155 acres 
June ==155 acros 
July «+200 acres 
Auge-200 acres 


Jone==42 per cent of carlots 
shipped 

Fobe==10 por cont of carlots 
shippod 

Apre==17 por cont of carlots 
shipped 

May =-19 por cent of carlots 
shippod 

Juno=-8 per cont of carlots 
shipped 


Jane--10 por cont of local 
use 
Fobe=-10 per cont local 
uso 
Mare=-10 por cent of local 
uso 
Apre=-10 per cent local 
use 
May --10 por cont local 
use 
Junos= 8 per cont local 
, use 
July=- 6 per local 
use 
iugem= 7 por local 
uso 
Scopte- 6 por cent local 
use 
Octes= 7 por local 
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Table 2 continued. 


Time of Noed 


ll. 


Carrots (cont'd) Harvesting for local Novee= 8 per cont of local 
markets (cont'd) uso. 
Doces= 8 per cont of local 
use. 
Cauliflower Pulling plants and Augew1-31 -- 80 per cent of 
transplanting == 50 acreage 
per cent by seasonal Septel-15 -- 20 per cent of 
workers. (on 1030 acres) acreage 


Hoeing == 50 per 


acres) 





cent by jSepte--50 per cent of 


seasonal workers (on 1030 acreage 


Oct. =-50 per cent of 
acreage 


Dusting--50 per cent by Septe--50 per cent of 


seasonal workers. (on acreage 
4030 acres) Oct. --50 per cent of 
acreage 
Applying fertilizer--50 Augee-10 per cent of 
per cent by seasonal Sept.-40 per cent of 
workerse (on 1,030 acres) [Octe--40 per cent of 
Novee-10 por cent of 
Harvesting for carlot Novew= 5 per cent of 
shipments (309,120 crates shipped 
50 per cent by seasonal {Dec.-«87 por cent of 
workers shipped 
Jonew=7.5 per cent of 
shipped 
Balance scattered and 
inconsequential 
Packing for carlot Some time as cutting 
shipment 
Harvesting for local Jane=—14 per cont 
markete=25 per cent by FPebew=14 por cont 
seasonal labor (590, 880 Mores=11 per cont 
crates) Apre-= 6 per cent 


May =-— 4 per cent 
Junee= 5 per cent 
Julye= 3 per cent 
Auge== 3 per cont 
Septes 5 per cont 
Octe~--11 por cent 
Nove~=10 per cont 
Doces=14 per cent 


on 
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acreage 
acreage 
acreage 
acreage 
crop 
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Table 2 continued 


Celery == estimatos 
based on portion 
of crop shipped in 
carlots only. 


Corn (sweot) 


Cucumbers (pickling) 





Operation 


Transplanting to ficld == 
50 per cont by seasonal 
workerse (Estimated on 
550 acres) 


Harvesting, cutting 
trimming 
packing 


66 por cent by seasonal 
workors 


Hocing and suckering 


Picking and packing «= 
50 per cent by seasonal 
workors 


Thinning and hoeing 
Vemkael 


Picking 





12. 


Time of Necd 


Doc.25=3le= 5 per cent 
acroago 
Jane 1-3l<=20 por cont 
acreage 
Fob. 1-28—-=50 per cent 
acreage 
Mar. 1-31==25 per cent 
acreage 


Apre 15-308-6 per cent of 
carlots shipped 
Moy 1-31 -= 32 por cent of 
carlots shippod 


Juno 1-31--39 por cont of 
carlots shipped 
July 1-l5e= 5 por cent of 
carlots shippod 
10 per cent of 
carlots shipped 
Balance scattcrod and 
inconsequential 


DoCe == 


May 15=31--10 por cont of 
acroage 

Juno 1-30-35 por cent of 
acroago 

July 1-31--30 por cent of 
acroageo 

Auge 1-31--25 por cont of 
acroago 


Junc «= 10 por cont of 
July -- 30 por cent of 
Auge =- 27 per cont of 
Sopte-= 24 por cont of 
Octe == 9 por cont of 


Juno 1-30 


July 1-3l--oneethird of crop 


AUGe 1-3l-<twoethirds of 
erop 





( Table 2 continued on noxt pago) 
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Timo of Need 


Septee=50 per cent of 


Table 2 continued on next page 


















Lettuce (based on carlot | Thinning 
































shipments only) 142,272 ncreage 

erates from estimated Oct. «50 per cent of 

.1054 acres ot 135 crates} acreage 

per acre Hoeing Oct. =-50 per cent of 
acreage 


Nove-=50 per cent of acreage 











Cutting (456 cars) Novee=40 per cent of carlot 

shipments 

Dec.e==51 per cent of carlot 
shipments 

Jane-= 5 per cent of carlot 
shipments 

Balance scattered and 


inconsequential. 











Picking Novee= 5 per cent of crop 
Decee19 per cent of crop 
Jans==-30 per cent of crop 
Febe=-50 per cent of crop 
Mare=-135 per cent of crop 


Apre-- 3 per cent of crop 












Tomatoes Transplanting to field May 


Hoeing, twice May, once--all acres 

June «= 50 per cent of 
acreage 

July=50 per cent of acreage 

June, once == on one-third — 
of acreage 

July) onessixth of acreage 

Aug. )each month 




































Dusting == 50 per cent 
by seasonal labor (on 
one=third of acreage) 













Picking for cannery 


Sept.e--50 per cent of 
(17,500 tons total) 


canning tonnage 
Octe =--40 per cent of 
canning tonnage 
Nove =-10 per cent of 
canning tonnage 









Picking for market 


July 
(2,296,000 lugs total) 





w- £22 per cent of 
market tonnage 
Auge == 23 per cont of 
market tonnage 
Sept. =~ 21 per cent of 
market tonnage 

Octe =- 17 per cent of 
market tonnage 

Nove «= 8 per cent of 
market tonnage 


(Table 2 continued on next page) 
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Table 2 continued 


Tomatoes (cont'd) 


Cantaloupes 


Fruit crops: 
Apples 


Operation 
Picking for market 
(cont'd) 


Planting =- 50 per cent 
by seasonal workors 


Capping 


Romoving cops, thinning, 
hooing =- 50 per cont by 
seasonal workers 


Hocing == 50 per cent by 
seasonal workers 


Turning vines 


Picking 


Packing == 50 per cent by 
seasonal workers 


Thinning 
Picking 





14. 


Time of Need 


Balance seattered and 
inconsequontial 


Fobe 21=28 == 5 por cent 
of acreago 

Mar. 1-31 == 70 per cont 
of acreage 

Apr. 1-30 -- 15 per cont 
of acreage 

May == 10 per cent 
of acreage 


Fobe 1-28 == 5 per cent of 
acroage 

Mar. 1-31 -- 70 por cont of 
acroage 

Apr. 1-30 == 15 por cent of 
acroage 


Apre 20830 == 40 per cont of 
acroago 

May 1-15 == 60 per cont of 
acreago 


May == 50 per cont of 
acreage 

Juno #= 50 per cent of 
acreage 


Juno == two times, all acres 
July == ono time, all acres 


July 1e31 -- 24 por cent of 
erop 

Auge 1-31 -- 50 per cent of 
crop 

Soptel-30 -- 21 por cent of 
crop 


July 1-31 -- 24 per cont of 


crop 

Auge 1-31 == 50 por cont of 
crop 

Septol-31 == 21 per cent of 
crop 

May 

Sopte 1-30 == 50 per cont of 
crop 

Octe 1-31 == 50 por cont of 
crop 


Table 2 continucd on noxt pago 
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Table 2 continued 


Knocking «= 75 por cent by|Aug.) 


Avocadoes 


Citrus -- Oranges 





seasonal workers 


Hulling -- 75 por cont by 
seasonal workers 


Picking 


Cutting for drying ==(50 
por cont of crop) 


Other dry yard work 


Picking 


Picking 


15. 


Time of Need 


Sept) oncesthird oach month 
Oct.) 


AUBe ) 
Sept) ono-third cach month 
Oct.) 


June 15=30 -- 50 per cent 
of crop 

July 1-15 -- 50 per cont 
of crop 


June 15-30 #- 25 per cont 
of crop 

July 1-15 «= 25 per cent 
of crop 


Juno 15=30 == 25 per cont 
of crop 

July 1-15 -- 25 per cent 
of crop 


Jone -= %8 por cent of crop 
Fobse --“8.4 per cent of crop 
Mare «10.2 per cont of crop 
Apr. =-10.4 per cent of crop 
May = 8.5 per cent of crop 
June == 9.9 per cont of crop 
July --11.5 per cont of crop 
Auge --10.1 per cent of crop 


Soptes= 9.6 por cent of crop 
Oct. == 9.35 per cent of crop 
Nove == 367 per cent of crop 
Dece == 0.8 per cent of crop 


Jen. == 14.5 per cont of crop 
Fob, -=13.7 per cent of crop 
Mar. --12.5 por cont of crop 
Apres --10.5 per cent of crop 
May -« 7.8 per cont of crop 


June «= 3.6 per cent of crop 
July -~ 3.5 per cent of crop 
Jduge == 265 per cent of crop 
Septe== 32 per cent of crop 
Octe == 269 per cent of crop 
Nove ==10.1 por cent of crop 
Dece -=15.4 per cent of crop 


Table 2 continued on next pago 
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Table 2 continucd 


p 


Grapefruit Picking 


Grapes «= all operations | Pruning 
50 per cent by scasonal 
workors 


Hocing 


Suckoring 


Sulfuring 


Picking 


Olives Picking for canning 
(culls usod for oil) 


Picking for oil 


Peaches Thinning 


Picking 


Pears -- (Bartlott) Pruning == 75 per cont 
by seasonal workors 


Table 2 continued on next page 


16. 





















Time of Nood 
May == 20 per cent of crop 
June -=20 per cent of crop 
July «30 per cent of crop 
Auge == 15 per cont of crop 
Soptee= 5 por cont of crop 
Balance scattered and 

inconsequential 


Dece 15-31 == 10 per cont 
of acroage 

Jane, 1=31 == 50 per cent 
of acreage 

Febe 1828 == 40 per cent 
of acreage 


April 


Apre 21230 == 50 por cont 
of acreago 

May 1-7 = 50 por cont 
of acreage 


April -- all acroago 
May == all acreago 
Junc «= all acreage 


Sopte == 15 por cont of crop 
Octe == 60 per cont of crop 
Nove == 25 peor cont of crop 


Octe == 18. 3/4 por cent of 
crop 

Nove <= 37 1/2 por cent of 
crop 

Doce == 1-20 == 18 3/4 por 
cent of crop 


Jon. 1+31 =- 12 1/2 per cont 
Fob. 1-28 =- 12 1/2 por cent 


Apre 21-30 == oncethird of 
acrease 

May 115 -» two thirds of 
acroage 


AMGe 15831 -— two thirds of 


crop 
Sopte 1-7 = onosthird of 
crop 
Dece ) 
Jan. )one=third acreago cach 
Fob.) month 
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Table 2 continued. 





e 
Operation 
Pears «- (Bartlett) |Spraying -- four times, 
(cont'd). 75 per cent by seasonal 
workers 

Picking 

Grading and packing 
Persimmons Picking 
© | walnuts Shaking off, picking up 
San Fernando Valley and hulling by hand 
(2,937 tons) (50 per cent of crop) 

Shaking off, picking up 
only ( 50 per cent of 
crop) 

Hulling by machine 

Walnuts -- other Shaking off, picking up 
districts hulling by hand 
(6,536 tons) 

Shaking off and picking 
up only (50 per cent 
of crop) 

Hulling by machine 

Raspberries Picking* 
Strawberries Picking* 


17. 


Time of Ne od 















Apre 15-30 -- 16 2/3 per cent 
of job 

May 1-31 -- 33 1/3 per cent 
of job 

June 1-30 -- 33 1/3 per cent 
of job 

July 1-15 -- 16 2/3 per cent 
of job 





July 20-30 early seasons 
only 

Auge 1-31 -- usually all 
this month 


Sept. 1-10 on late seasons 












July 20-30 on early seasons 
only 
Auge 1-31 umally all this month 


Sept. 1-10 on late seasons 
Nove 1-20 


Sept. 15+30 -- 12 1/2 per 
cent of crop 

Oct. +31 -- 37 1/2 per 

cent of crop 














Sept. 15-30 -- 12 1/2 per 
cent of crop 

Oct. . 1-31 -= 37 1/2 per 

cent of crop 


Septe 15-30 =~ 12 1/2 per 
cent of crop 

Octe 1-31 =- 37 1/2 per 

cent of crop 








Sept. -- 33° lS per cont of crop 
Oct. —16 24 per cent of crop 


Sept. -- 33 1/3 per cent of 
erop 
Octe--16 2% per emt of crop 


Septe -~ 33 1/3 per cent 
Oct. == 16 2/3 per cent 












May . == 28 per cent of crop 
duno <- 47 per cent of crop 
July «= 22 per cent of crop 


25 per cent of 
crop 
37 per cat of crap 


(Table 2 continued on next page.) 
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18. 


Table 2 continued 


Strawberries (cont'd) Picking (cont'd) June 1-30 -- 23 per cent of 
crop 

July 1-15 -- 10 per cent of 
crop 


Youngberries May 24-31 =-- 5 per cent of 
crop 
June 1-30 +- 80 per cent of 
crop 
July 1-15 -= 15 per cent of 
crop 


Blackberries Picking* May =-- 20 per cent of crop 
dune «= 54 per cent of crop 
July «= 20 per cent of crop 


*Distribution of berry picking by months is based on unloads at 
Los Angeles from "local" district. 


Findings of Seasonal Labor Needse»» Details and summaries of seasonal 
labor requirements of Los Angeles County agriculture are presented as table 3. 
The "size of task" are’ figures drawn from table 1 in terms of either acreage or 
output in tons, crates, boxes, or whatever unit is commonly used. The “output 
per~man day" is an average figure for the entire acreage or output figured in 
packed crates, hampers, or boxes (in case of fruits and vegetables). If the 
work is of a nature that requires a crew different members of which perform 
different tasks (such as cutting, trimming, loading, and hauling cauliflower; 
trimming and crating celery, etc.), then the average shown is per man based on 
the entire crew. Length of day is 9 hours, unless otherwise stated. Wide 
variations’ in output occur between farm and farm, field and field, and season 
and season, because of differences in soil types, climatic conditions, weeds, 
yields, and other factors influencing the amount of work that a laborer can 
perform in a given day. Moreover, the basis of output is a mature, experienced 
male worker, without reference to use of women, children, and more or less 
inexperienced help that is sometimes used in connection with certain of the 
tasks requiring use of seasonal workers. The column headed “available days" 
reflects (a) limitations set from the period within which the work must be 
performed because of the nature of the task, such as transplanting, thinning, 
weeding, and cutting, and (b) available days as determined by weather conditions, 
inclement weather reducing the number of days when a required task can be 
performed. The "required number of individuals" is given in terms of workers as 
noted above in connection with “output per-man day." 
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TABLE 3 


Seasonal Labor Needs -~ Los Angeles County -- by Months and Tasks 


Crop and task Size of task ; Output per man-da 


Onions: transplanting 280 acres 0.20 acre 
weeding, first time 280 acres 0.33 acre 
Cabbage: harvesting for local]9,631 cretest| 50 cretes 
market 
cutting for shipment in 
carlots (40 cers) 
packing for shipment in 
carlots (40 cars) 










Required 
man-days 


Required number 
of workers* 


days 












































9,216 crates#! 80 cretes 




















11,520 cretes 45 crates 













Carrots: weeding 185 acres 0.25 acre 
harvesting for carlot 19,376 packed | 12 crates of six 
shipment cretes dozen 
harvesting for local 10,700 24 crates of three 
market field crates dozen 


Cauliflower: harvesting 
for carlot shipment 
packing for carlot 












}21,592 crates} 90 crates 






















shipment 23,184 crates 125 crates 
harvesting for local 
market 20,683 crates? 90 crates 


Celery: trenspleanting in 
field 

Lettuce: cutting for carlot 
shipment 

Peas: picking 

Citrus = Oranges: 








55 acres 0.25 acre 

















7,114 crates 30 packed crates 
7 hampers 
60 field boxes of 


50 pounds 












picking 











field boxes 
669,755 
field boxes 











Lemons: picking 










20 field boxes 
Grapes: pruning 0.75 acre 
Olives: picking for oil 
Pears: pruning 


Totals 











RE Sa ae ee os 
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Table continued 


Month 
February 


Crop and tesk 
Beets, (sugar): Thinning 
Onions: trengplanting 
weeding, first time 
weeding, second time 


Potetoes: cutting seed 
(220 acres) 
Cabbage: cutting for: shipment 


by cerlots (131 carg 


packing for shipment by 
carlots 
harvesting for local 
market 

Carrots: weeding 
harvesting for carlot 
shipments 
harvesting for local 
market 

Cauliflower: harvesting for 
local market 


Celery: transplanting 
Peas: picking 
Cantaloupes: planting 
cepping 
Citrus--Oranges: picking 
Lemons: picking 
Grepes: pruning 
Olives: picking for oil 
Pears: pruning 
Total 


Required 
Size of task | Output per man-—day man—days 








Available} Required number 
days of workers* 
23 57 







650 acres 0.5 acre 
280 acres 0.2 acre 
280 acres 0.53 acre 
280 acres 2 acres 






2,200 cwt.t+ 750 pounds 







30,182 cretest}] 180 crates 









37,728 cretes 45 crates 





7,409 cratest+| 50 creates 








260 acres 0.25 acre 

4,498 packed 12 crates of six 
crates dozen 

110,700 24 crates of three 






field crates dozen 











20,683 cratest}] 90 crates 






























138 acres t 0.25 acre 
55,200 hampers| 7 hampers 
50 acres t 4 acres 2 (from 2ist 
to 28th) 
100 acres 1 acre 
1,280,661 60 field boxes of 
field boxes 50 pounds 
632,803 
field boxes 20 field boxes 
958 acres ¢ 0.75 acre 
72 tons 200 pounds 
620 acrest 0.25 secre 2,480 


3,368 man-months 


(Table continued on next page) 29 
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_Table continued 





March Sugas beets: thinning 1,170 acres 

hoeing, first time 1,500 acres 
Onions: transplenting 280 acres 

weeding, first time 280 acres 0.33 acre 

weeding, second time 280 acres 2.0 acres 
Potetoes (Irish): cutting 

seed (825 acres) 8,250 cwt. Tf 1,500 pounds 
Asparegus: cutting and 

packing 13,200 crates | 4 crates 
Beans (string): thinning 

and hoeing 500 acres T 1 acre 

dusting 1,333 acres 4 acres 
Cabbage: harvesting for 

local market 6,668 crates? | 50 crates 


cutting for shipment 
by carlots (170 cars) 39,168 cratest| 180 crates 
packing for shipment 


by cerlots 48,960 crates 45 crates 
Carrots: weeding 190 acres 0.25 acre 

harvesting for carlot 

shipments 

harvesting for local 

market 110,700 field | 24 crates of three 

crates dozen 

Cauliflower: harvesting for 

local market 1,625 cretesf | 90 crates 
Celery: transplanting to 

field 69 acres T 0.25 acre 
Peas: picking 23,920 hampers | 7 hampers 
Cantaloupes: planting 700 acres t 4 acres 

capping 1,400 acres 1 acre 
Citrus --- Orenges: picking | 1,542,934 

field boxes 60 field boxes 
Lemons: picking 568,137 field 





boxes 20 field boxes 


28,407 1,18 
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Table continued. 


Crop and tesk Size of task | Output pey man-—day 


April 


Sugar beets: thinning 
hoeing, first time 

Onions: transplanting 
weeding, first time 
weeding, second time 

Potatoes (Irish): cutting 
seed (55 acres) 
hoeing 

Potatoes -— "new"2 picking 
up and putting in lugs 

Seed crops: weeding, etc. 

Asparagus: cutting and 
packing 

Beans (string): 
and hoeing 
dusting 
picking 

Cabbage: harvesting for 
local market 
cutting for shipment i 
carlots (198 cars) 
packing for shipment i 
carlots (198 cars) 

Carrots: weeding 
harvesting for carlot 
shipments 
harvesting for local 
market 

Cauliflower: harvesting for 
local market 

Celery: harvesting for 
carlot shipments 


thinning 


Peas: picking 


Cantaloupes: planting 


3,250 
2,600 
280 
280 
280 


550 
1,100 


42,000 


39,600 


500 
1,333 
54,400 
5,927 


45,619 
57,024 


135 
7,958 


110,700 


8,864 


15,341 


5,520 
150 


acres 
acres 
acres 
acres 
acres 


ewt.f 
cwt.f 


cwt. 


crates 


acres t 
acres 

hampers 
cratesT 


cratest 


crates 
acres 
packed 
crates 
field 
crates 


cratest 
crates T 


hampers 
acres 


Aveilable 
days 


Required 
man—days 


Required numbe 
of workers* 









0.5 acre 
2 acres 

0.2 acre 
0.33 acre 
2.0 acres 



















(from ist 
to 15th) 


15 cwt. 
2-5 acres 

2,000 pounds (600 
boxes} 


tte 


4 crates 










1 acre 












4 acres 
7 hampers 12 648 (from 15 th 
50 crates 24 5 to 31st) 








80 crates 





45 crates 

0.25 acre 

12 crates of six 
dozen 

24 crates of three 

dozen 











90 crates 





crates 





(from 15th 
to 30th) 4 
24 33 to 















hampers 
acres 8 
(Table continued on next page) 
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Required 
man—days 


Crop and task Size of task] Output p man-da. 


Cantalioupes (cont'd) 


Available Required numbe 
days of workers* 































capping 300 acres 1 acre 
removing caps, thinning 
and hoeing 400 acrest 0.33 acre 120 (from 20th 







to 30th) 






Citrus -~ Oranges: picking 4,573,187 
field boxes 
484,995 


field boxes 








60 field boxes 








Lemons: picking 






20 field boxes 




























Grapes: hoeing 2,397 acrest | 1.5 acres 
sulfuring 2,397 acrest 10 acres 
suckering 1,198 acresft 1.5 acres 
Peaches: thinning 560 acres 0.25 acre 280 (from 2ist- 









to 30th) 
46 (from 15th 
to 30th) 














Pears: spraying 1,240 acresf 2.25 acres 
















Strawberries: 161,000 trays 15 trays 


Totals 
Alfalfa: mowing 


picking 























acres (in 10 
hours) 


12,500 acresf 1,250 


(of 10 hrs. 


































































raking 12,500 acrest} 15 acres (in 10 834 
hours (of 10 hrs. 
shocking 12,500 acrest] 30 acres (in 10 
hours) 
baling 12,150 tonst 4 tons (in six 
hours) (of 6 hrs.) 
Beans: hoeing 4,500 acres 2.5 acres 1,800 
Sugar beets: thinning 1,430 acres Q.5 acre 2,860 220 (from ist 

















to 15th) 































hoeing, first time 2,600 acres 2 acres 1,300 

















hoeing, second time 1,300 acres 3 acres 443 
Grain hay: mowing 34,206 acrest] 9 acres 3,801 
raking 34,206 acresf | 18 acres 1,901 
shocking 34,206 acrest | 30 acres 1,141 
Onions: weeding, first time 280 acres 0.33 acre 840 
weeding, second time 280 acres 2 acres 140 


(table continued on next page.) 
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Table continued 


Boe | Crop end task Size of task 


Onions (cont'd) 
harvesting 
Potatoes (Irish): hoeing 
Potatoes "new": picking up 
end putting in lugs 
Seeding crops: weeding, etc. 





Required number 
of workers* 


idiotic | ee 
Output per men-day men-deys 


20 cwt. 

2ed acres 

2,000 pounds (60 
boxes) 


Avcileble 
days 































26,600 cwt. 
1,100 acresf 
1,000 cwt. 












to 15th) 








































Asparagus: cutting and packing 46,200 crates |4 crates 
Beens (string): dusting 1,333 acres 4 acres 
picking 217,000 hampers] 7 hampers 
Cebbage: harvesting for 8,125 crates t |50 cretes 
local market 
cutting for shipment by 17,741 cratest {80 crates 












carlot (77 cars) 
packing for shipment by 
carlot (77 cers) 











22,176 crates 45 crates 




















Carrots; weeding 155 acres 0.25 acre 
harvesting for carlot 8,650 packed le2 crates of six 
shipments crates dozen 
harvesting for local 110,700 field |24 crates of three 
market crates dozen 


Celery: harvesting for 81,818 cratest 
carlot shipments 


Corn: hoeins and suckering 


34 crates 






















700 ecres 1,0 acre 54 (from 15th 


to 31st) 


















Cauliflower: harvesting for 
local market 

Tomatoes: transplanting to 

field -- canning acreage 


5,909 cratest |90 crates 








5,672 1 acre 















































hoeing, once 7,000 acres 3 acres 90 
Cantaloupes: planting 100 acres + 4 acres 1 
remove caps, thinning 600 acrest 0.33 139(from 1st 
and hoeing to 15th) 
500 acres t+ 5 acres 4 & 
44) acres 0.2 acre 85 
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aay continued 


Crop and task Size of task Output per man-day man-days days 


60 field boxes 20,926 26 781) 


Required number 
of workers* 


3,255,524 
field boxes 
Lemons: picking 360 , 282 
field boxes } 
Grapefruit: picking | 68,964 60 field boxes 15450 45) 
field boxes 
Grapes: suckering 1,198 acrest 1.5 acres 


Citrus ——- Oranges: picking 


11 field boxes Bay too 


1,260) 2,086 


31 (from Ist 
to 7th) 

10 acres 10 

6.25 acre 345 (from ist 

to 15th) 


sulfuring 2,397 acres 
Peaches: thinning 1,120 acres 


Pears: spraying 2,481 acrest 2.25 acres 
Blackberries: picking 22,500 trzys 15 trays 
Raspberries: picking 84,000 trays 7 trays 
Strewberrics: picking 259,000 trays 15 trays 
Youngberries 25,000 trays 15 trays 
to 3ist 
Totels CO a EE 
Alfalfa: mowing 12,500 acrest | 10 acres (in 10 
hours) 





Beans: 


Beets 


raking 
shocking 
baling 


hoeing 
irrigating 


(sugar): hoeing, 
second time 


Grain hay: baling 


12,500 acrest 
12,500 acresT 
12,150 tonst 


9,000 acres 
13,500. acres Tf 


3,900 acres 


13,320 tons + 


15 acres (in 10 
hours) 

30 acres (in 10 
hours) 

4 tons (in 6 hrs.) 


2.5 ecres 

5 acres (in 12 
hours ) 

3 acres 


5 tons (in 12 hrs), 





34 
17 
122 


144 
108 


100 (from lst 
to 15th) 

205 (from lst 
to 15th) % 
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Tab i 
Month Crop and task Size of task Output per man—da. days 


- Onions: harvesting 53,200 cwt. 20 cwt. 
(cont'd) weeding, second time 280 acres 2 acres 
Potatoes: picking up and 
sacking 142,800 cwt. 60 cwt. 
grading 142,800 cwt. 100 cwt. 
Seed crops: weeding, etc. -- 
Asparagus: cutting and 33,000 crates | 4 crates 
packing 
Beans (string): picking 272,000 hampers] 8 hampers 34,000 
Cabbage: hervesting for 
locei market and cariot 
shipment 8,108 crates * [50 crates 163 
Carrots: weeding 155 acres. 0.25 acre 620 
harvesting for ccrlot 3,806 packed 12 crates of six 
shipment crates dozen 317 (for 13 days) } 
harvesting for local 88,582 field 24 crates of three 
market crates dozen 3,691 
Cauliflower: harvesting for 
local market 7,386 crates T 190 crates 83 
Celery: harvesting for 
cerlot shipment 99,715 crates T]34 crates 
Corn: hoeing and suckering 2,450 acres 1.0 acre 
picking and packing 105,000 lugst {75 lugs (from 15th 
to 30th) 


Cucumbers: thinning and 
hoeing, first time 513 acres (from ist 
to 15th) 
thinning and hoeing, 
second time 513 acres acres (from 15th 
to 30th) 


Tomatoes: hoeing 3,500 acres acres 48 
dusting 2,553 acres acres 19 
Cantaloupes: hoeing 500 acres T acres 4 we 
turning vines, twice 4,000 acres acres 32 = 
Aprictos: picking 1,400 tons 2,500 pounds 75 (from 15th 





ats 5 er (Table continued on next page.) 
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Month 


June 
(cont'd) 


July 


Apricots: 


Crop and task 


(cont'd) 
cutting for drying 


other dry yard work at 
li hours per green ton 


Citrus -- Oranges: 


Lemons: 


Grapefruit: picking 


Grapes: sulfuring 
Pears: spraying 
Blackberries: picking 
Raspberries: picking 
Strawberries: picking 
Youngberries: picking 


Totals 
Alfalfa: mowing 


raking 
shocking 
baling 


Beans: hoeing 


irrigating 


Beets (sugar): hoeing, 
second time 

harvesting by 
combine 


Grain: 


picking 


picking 


ize of task 
700 tons 


700 tons 


1,497,553 
field boxes 
166,284 

field boxes 
68,964 

field boxes 
2,397 acrest 
2,481 acres t 
60,750 trays 
141,000 trays 
161,000 trays 
400,000 treys 


12,500 acresTt 
12,500 acrest 
12,500 


12,150 tonst 


4,500 acres 
13,500 acrest 


1,300 acres 


7,084 acrest 


Output 5g man—da 





800 pounds 


field boxes 
field boxes 


field boxes 
acres 

2.25 acres 

20 trays 

10 trays 

15 trays 

20 trays 


10 acres (in 10 
hours) 

15 acres (in 10 
hours ) 


30 acres (in 10 


hours) 


4 tons (in 6 hrs.) 


2.5 acres 

5 acres {in 12 
hours ) 

3 acres 


6 acres 


Required [Available Required number 
man-days days of workers* 
117 (from 15th 
to 30th) 





770 
(of 10 hrs.) 15 52 


1,198) 
) 
605) 1,849 


46) 

10 

45 
122 
564 
430 
500 


(Table continued on next page.) 
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Teble continued 


Month Crop and task Size of task Output per men-—de man-days deys of workers* 


July 
| (cont'd) 


Grain hay: baling 


Onions: harvesting 

Potatoes: picking up and 
secking 
grading 

Seed crops: weeding, etc. 

Cabbaze: pulling plents and 
transplanting 
harvesting for local 
market 

Carrots: weeding 
harvesting for local 
market 

Cauliflower: harvesting for 
local market 

Celery: harvesting for 
carlot shipments 

Corn: hoeing end suckering 
picking and packing 

Cucumbers: picking 


Tomatoes: dusting 
picking for market 
hoeing 
Cantaloupes: turning vines 
picking 
packing (in field) 
Apricots: picking 
cutting for drying 


other dry yard work at 
11 hours per green ton 


26,640 tons Tt 


66,500 cwt. 
142,800 cwt. 


142,800 cwt. 


20 ecrest 
5,186 eratest 


200 acres 
66,436 

field crates 
4,432 erctest 


12,784 crates 


2,100 acres 
315,000 lugst 
855 tons 


1,176 acres 
505,120 lugs 
3,500 acres 
2,000 scres 
120,000 cretes 
60,000 cratest 
1,400 tons 

700 tons 


700 tons 





5 tons (in 12 hours) 


20 cwt. 
60 cwt. 


100 cwt. 


0.17 ecre : 
50 cretes 


0.25 acre 

24 creates of three 
dozen 

90 crates 


34 crates (from lst 
to 15th) 

1.0 acre 

75 lugs 

800 pounds 93 (from 4th 
to 31st)¢$ 

3 acres 

20 packed lugs 

3 acres 

5 acres 

50 creates 

150 crates 

2,500 pounds 

800 pounds 


43 (from ist ,,} 
to 20th) © 
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Citrus -- Oranges: 


Lemons: 


Grapefruit: picking 


Pears: spraying 


picking 


grading and packing 


Blackberries: 
Raspberries: 

Strawberries: 
Youngberries: 


picking 
picking 

picking 

picking 


Totals 
Alfalfa: mowing 


raking 
shocking 
baling 


Beets (sugar): topping 

and loading 

harvesting by 

combine 

Onions: harvesting 

Potatoes (Irish): 
up and sacking 


Grain: 


grading on tables 


picking 


picking 


picking 


Month Crop and task Size of task 


1,739,582 
field boxes 
161,665 

field boxes 
103,466 

field boxes 
1,240 acrest 
500 tons 

500 tons 
22,500 trays 
66,000 trays 
70,000 trays 
75,000 trays 
12,500 acrest 
12,500 acresT 
12,500 acres 
12,150 tonsf 
32,175 tons 
1,772 acres ft 


6,650 cwt. 
71,400 cwt. 


71,400 cwt. 


Output per man-da 


SO field boxes 
11 field boxes 
60 field boxes 
2.25 acres 
2,000 pounds 

1 ton 


15 trays 
7 trays 
15 trays 
15 trays 


10 acres (in 10 
hours) 

15 acres (in 10 
hours) 

30 acres (in 10 
hours) 

4 tons (in 6 

hours) 
5 tons 


6 acres 


20 cwt. 
60 cwt. 


100 cwt. 


Required 
men—days 


(of 10 hrs.) 
834 

(of 10 hrs.) 
417 

(of 10 hrs.) 
3,038 
(of 6 hrs. 
6,435 


296 


3,325 
1,190 


714 


Available 
da 


ma a 
26 


Required number 


to 30th) 
(from 20t 
to 30th) | 


(from lst 
to 15th 


5,561 man-monthg 


Lit 
248 


23 (from lst 
to 15th) 

128 

92 (from lst 
to 15th) 

55 (from ist 
to 15th)* 
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and task 


Seed crops: harvesting 


Cabbage: pulling plants 
and transplanting 
harvesting for local 
market 
Carrots: weeding 
harvesting for 
local market 
Cauliflower: pulling plants 
and transplanting 
applying fertilizer 


harvesting for local 
market 
hoeing and suckering 
picking and packing 
Cucumbers: picking 
Tomatoes: dusting 

picking for market 
Cantaloupes: picking 

packing (in field) 
Almonds: knocking 

hulling by machine 
Citrus -— Oranges: picking 


Corn: 


Lemons: picking 
Grapefruit: 
picking 

Peaches: picking 

Pears: picking 

grading and packing 

Totals 


pagent 
Size of task Output per man-day man—days 


290 screst 
4,445 cretest 


200 acres 
717,509 

field crates 
412 acres Tt 


51 acresft 
4,432 cratesTt 


1,750 acres + 
283,500 lugst 
1,710 tons 
1,166 acres 
528,020 lugs 
250,000 crates 


125,000 cratesT 


63 tons Tt 
63 tons + 
1,527,807 
field boxes 
135,475 
field boxes 
ST ee ee 
field boxes 
1,934 tons 


4,000 tons 


Availeble, Required number 
days of workers* 


0.17 acre 
50 crates 


0.25 acre 

24 crates of 
three dozen 

0.20 acre 


3.5 acres 
90 crates 


1.0 acre 

75 lugs 

800 pounds 

3 acres 

20 packed lugs 
50 crates 

150 crates 

150 rounds 
400 pounds 

50 field boxes 


11 field boxes 404) 1,614 


60 field boxes 34) 

248(from 15th 
to 31st) 

a o 


1,200 pounds 





SES 7 ES ize 393 ae as st man-months 
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Table continued. 


Month Crop and task Size of task Output per man-—day man- 1-days days or workers* 


September Alfalfa: mowing 12,500 acresf | 10 acres (in 10 1,250 49 
hours) (of 10 hrs, 
raking 12,500 acrest | 15 acres (in 10 33 
hours) 
shocking 12,500 acres f 30 acres (in 10 16 
hours) 
baling 12,150 tons t | 4 tons (in 6 117 
hours) 
Beans: piling 13,500 acres 1.5 acre (in 8 347 
hours ) (of 8 hrs.) 
threshing 64,800 cwt.-t | 45 cwt. (in 8 1,440 56 
hours ) (of 8 hrs.) 
baling bean straw 3,500 tons 3 tons 1,167 45 
Beets: (sugar): topping 28,600 tons 5 tons 5,720 220 
and loading 
Onions: harvesting 53,200 cwt. 20 cwt. 2,660 103 
Seed crops: harvesting -- -~ 780 30 
Cabbage: pulling plants 104 acres fF 0.17 acre 624 48 (from list 
and transplanting to 15th) 
harvesting for 3,704 cratest 50 crates 75 2 
local market 
Carrots: weeding 240 acres 0.25 acre 33 
harvesting for 66,436 24 crates of three 107 
local market field crates dozen 
Cauliflower: pulling plants 103 acrestT 0.24 acre 78 (from ist 
and transplanting to 15th) 
hoeing 257 acrest 0.66 acre 15 
dust ing 515 acrest 1/3 to 3 acres 40 
applying fertilizer 206 acres T 3.5 acres 3 
harvesting for local 7,386 cratest | 90 crates 4 
market 
Corn: picking and packing 252,000 lugsT 75 lugs 130 
Lettuce: thinning 527 acres 0.5 acre 41 
Tomatoes: picking for cannery] 8,750 tons 1 ton 337)4 1.265 2 
picking for market 482,160 lugs 20 pecked lugs 928) ~’ . 
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days 






















105,000 crates 50 crates 
52,500 cratest} 150 crates 
8,800 boxes 50 boxes 

63 tons t+ 150 pounds 

63 tonst _ 400 pounds 
1,452,173 £314 | 50 field boxes 


Cantaloupes: picking 
packing (in field) 
Apples: picking 
Almonds: knocking 
hulling by machine 
Citrus -- Oranges: picking 









September 
(cont'd) 















































boxes 
Lemons: picking 147,808 li field boxes 517) 1,746 
field boxes ) 
Grapefruit: picking] 17,241 60 field boxes 111) 
field boxes 
Grapes: picking 885 tonst 1 ton 34 
Peaches: picking 967 tons 1,200 pounds 231 (from lst 















to 7th) 






Pears: picking (on late 
season only) 
grading and packing 
(on late season only) |500 
Walnuts --+ San Fernando Valley}. 
shaking off, picking up 
and hand hulling 
shaking off, picking up 
only 
hulling by machine 












500 tons 1 ton 


50 (from ist 
to 10th) 
50 (from Ist 


















1 ton 



















367 tons 







200 pounds** 






300 pounds** 
1 1/2 tons 
(in 8 hrs.) 


367 tons 
367 tons 














(of 8 hrs.) 





Walnuts -- other districts ; 
shaking off, picking up 






















838) 





























hulling by hand 2,179 tons 200 pounds** 21,790 
sheking off and picking}© — ; 
up, only 2,179 tons 200 pounds** 14,527 26 559) 
hulling by machine 2,179 tons 1 1/2 tons 1,453 56) 1,453 
in 8 hours of 8 hrs. 
Totals TRA SO 





October Alfalfa: mowing 





26 
12,500 acresf | 10 acres (in 10 1,250 25 50 
hours) (of 10 hrs. & 
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Table continued 














Recuired Available Required number 
Month Crop and task Size of task Output per man-day man-days days of workers* 
October Alfalfa (cont'd) 
(cont'd) raking 12,500 acrest 15 acres (in 10 


Beets (sugar): 
Onions: 
Seed crops: 
Cabbage: 


Carrots: 
harvesting for local 


Cauliflower: 


shocking with 
dump rake 
baling 

piling 
threshing 


baling straw 


loading 


market 
weeding 


market 
hoeing 
dusting 


topping and 


transplanting 
harvesting 
harvesting for local] 4,445 cratest 


12,500 acresT 
12,150 tonst 
4,500 acres 
64,800 ewt.t 


3,500 tons 
10,725 tons 


140 acres 


-_— 


270 acres 
77,509 
field crates 
257 acres t 
515 acres fT 


hours) 

30 acres (in 10 
hours ) 

4 tons (in 6 hrs.) 


1.5 acres (in 8 
hours) 
45 ewt. (in 8 hrs.) 


3 tons 
5 tons 


0.2 acre 


50 crates 


0.25 acre 

24 crates of three 
dozen 

0.66 acre 

0.33 to 3 acres 





206 acres t 
16,249 cratesf 


3.5 Fcres 
90 crates 


applying fertilizer 
harvesting for local 
market 
Corn: picking and packing 
Lettuce: thinning 
hoeing 
Tomatoes: picking for 
cannery 
picking for market 
Apples: picking 
Almonds: knocking 
hulling by machine 


94,500 lugs f 
527 acres 
527 acres 
7,000 tons 


75 lugs 
1.5 acre 
1.0 acre 
1 ton 


20 packed lugs 
50 boxes 

150 pounds 

400 pounds 


290,320 lugs 
8,800 boxes 
63 tons t 

63 tons fF 
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Table continued. - 
| Required Required number 
Month Crop and task Size of task Output per man-day man-dsyvs days of workers* 


| October Citrus -- Oranges: picking 1,406,792 50 field boxes 
| (cont'd) field boxes 
j Lemons: picking 133,951 15 field boxes 
field boxes 

Grapes: picking 3,540 tons Tt 1 ton 

Olives: picking for canning {108 tons 200 pounds 

Walnuts -- San Fernando Valley 

shaking off, picking 





up and hulling by hand | 1,101 tons 200 pounds** 11,010 

shaking off and picking - 

up only 1,101 tons 300 pounds** 7,540 

hulling by machine 1,101 tons 1 1/2 tons 7354 
(in 8 hrs.) (of 8 hrs.) 

Walnuts -- other districts 

shaking off, picking 

up and hulling by hand | 1,089 tons 200 pounda** 10,890 

shaking off and picking : 

up only 1,089 tons 300 pounds** 7,260 

huliing by machine 1,089 tons 1 1/2 tons Sian 
in 8 hours 

Totals 

November Onions: transplanting 140 acres 0.2 acre 


Seed crops: harvesting -- me 
Cabbage: harvesting for 5,186 crates tT | 50 crates 
local market 
Carrots: weeding 230 acres 0.25 acre 
harvesting for local 88,582 30 crates of three 
market field crates | dozen 
Cauliflower: applying 52 acresT 3,5 acres 
fertilizer 
harvesting for carlot 7,728 cretest 90 crates 
shipments 
packing for carlot 15,456 crates 125 crates 
shipments 


(Table continued on next page.) 
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__ Table continued. 


Crop and task Size of task Output per man-da eidcaies 



































































































































Month 
November Cauliflower (cont'd): 
(cont'd) harvesting for local 14,772 cratest| 90 crates 
markets 
Lettuce: hoeing 527 acres 1.0 acre 
cutting for carlot 56,908 crates 30 packed crates 79 
shipment 
Peas: picking 9,200 hampers 7 hampers 110 (from 15th 
to 31st) 
Tomatoes: picking for 146 (from 1st 
canning 1,750 tons 1 ton to 15th) 
picking for market 183,680 lugs 20 packed lugs 
and shipping 
Citrus -- Oranges: picking 559,692 50 field boxes 
field boxes 
Lemons: picking 466,519 20 field boxes 
field boxes 
Grapes: picking 1,475 tonst 1 ton 
Olives: picking for canning} 216 tons 200 pounds 
Persimmons: picking 450 tons 1,800 pounds 
Totals 
December Cabbage: harvesting for 6,668 cratestT 50 crates 


local market 






















































Carrots: weeding 180 acres 0.25 acres 22 
harvesting for local 88,582 30 crates of ae 
market field crates three dozen 
Cauliflower: cutting for 134,462 crates 90 crates 22 
carlot shipment 
packing for carlot 268,924 crates 125 crates 22 
shipment 
harvesting for local 20,683 cratest] 90 crates 22  § 
market E 
Celery: transplanting to 14 acrest 0.25 secre 5 12 (from 25th 


field 


31st) 
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Teble continued. 


Celery (cont'd.): harvesting 
for carlot shipment 
Lettuce: cutting for carlot 
shipment 
Peas: picking 




















Required number 


Output per man—da of workers* 









December 
(cont'd) 















25,568 cratest 
72,559 crates 


34 crates 
30 packed crates 


35 
110 





























34,960 hampers 7 hampers 227 



















Citrus -— Oranges: picking 121,014 60 field boxes 92) 
field boxes ) 1,386 
Lemons: picking 711,326 25 field boxes 1,294) 
field boxes 




































Grapes: pruning 240 acres T 0.75 ccre 29 (from 15th 
to 3lst) 

Olives: picking for canning | 108 tons 200 pounds 60 (from lst 
to 20th) 










620 acresf 0.25 ocre 


MESSE, GEO 5 a5 =e: 2a man-months 


*On e monthly basis unless noted. 


Pears: pruning 
Totals 


TEstimated portion of job done by seasonal workers. 


#Shipments of celery at the "peak" were about 25 cars daily, which indicates 2 need for 250 workers at 
that time for celery harvest. 


é Cucumber picking usually requires about one picker per acre continuously during hervest season, which 
would indicate that about 500 workers were needed for this in 1935. 


f Dusting of cauliflower is done 1 to 6 times, and usually avereges 36 hours of lebor per acre for the 
season, about haif in September and half in October. 


|] Tomato picking requires about 1 man for each 5 to 7 acres steadily for the season, which would indicate 
a need for 1,000 to 1,400 pickers. 


** These figures represent a "man-days" work on walnut harvesting. Actually, however, this work is done by 
family groups, including women and children, often working short hours, and therefore the actual daily output per worker 


is much less than indicated, and the number of workers required much greater. os 
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January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 


December 


Summary of Seasonal Labor Needs by Months 


76,615 
774465 


76,591 


109,270 


182,352 
179,355 
144, 566 
122,993 
167,344 
131,112 

59,115 


50, 256 


TABLE 4 


Los Angeles County 
1935 
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